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Lord Strathcona was born Donald A Smith in 1820 in Scotland. At 18 years old, he immigrated to Canada and started working as a clerk for the Hudson’s Bay Company in Labrador. After a few years, he moved to Montreal where he eventually becoming the CEO for the Hudson’s Bay Company. He was a hard  working man, with many irons in the fire, and in 1870, as a member of the North West Council, he passed the Smith Act, prohibiting the sale and use of alcohol in the North West Territories. In order to enforce this Act, and with the recommendation of Donald Smith himself, the North West Mounted Police was formed. In 1871, Smith became a Member of Parliament. This was followed by many more successes, one such as a founding member of the Canadian Pacific Railway. It was his involvement with the CPR that gave him the honor of driving the last spike to complete the railway in 1885 at Craigellachie, BC.
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In 1886, Smith returned overseas to Great Britain where he was bestowed with a Knighthood by Queen Victoria for all his dedication and success whilst in Canada. It was then he became known as Lord Strathcona. Lord Strathcona continued his charitable work in Britain and attained many more prestigious awards. On January 21, 1914, at the ripe old age of 94, Lord Strathcona passed away in London.
